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Dear Families,

I hope that this email finds you ready to relax and celebrate a very Merry Christmas!

All during Advent we have been reflecting on Adverbs of Advent. For this last week of Advent we reflected about
how quickly the shepherds traveled to worship Jesus after the angel visited them and how silently they watched
the baby sleeping in the manger.  The shepherds excitedly shared the news of the Savior's birth that God
announced with the appearance of a brightly shining star!  I hope that the children have shared some of these
reflections with you as we journeyed through this Advent season! 

Wednesday afternoon’s Thankful Thursday assembly began with school news and updates.  Congratulations to
the winners of the Candy Sale which were announced on Wednesday: 

In grades K-4 the winners are: 1st place - Henry Martinez 1E, and there was a five way tie for 2nd and 3rd place
(first time ever!) Francesca Markovic 1E, Eirene Cadavid 1E, Andrew Horton 1J, Mason Simone 1J, Ana Marisa
Markovic 4K.  The  Class winning the pizza party was 1E.

In Grades 5-8 our winners are: 1st Place - Peter Rizzi 8M, 2nd Place - Alexis Isnardi 6S, 3rd Place - Francesca
Samuel 5C.  The Class winning the pizza party was 6S.  

Congratulations to all!

 Next we celebrated December birthdays.  We were happy to have Beth Selfridge (7C) play the piano for us as we
all sang Happy Birthday to the students.  Our 6th graders helped us to focus again on the true meaning of
Christmas as they presented the Nativity Pageant.  So beautiful!   Thank you to Mrs. Schneider for her work   to
prepare the students for the assembly and to Mrs. Husing for the musical accompaniment!

The assembly ended with our traditional sing-a-long and the 12 Days of Christmas.  Teachers and staff new to
the school joined some of our students and were invited to the front of the gathering to help us with the song. 
Thank you to all for being such good sports!  This Christmas carol has certainly become a favorite for OLV! 

Thursday morning, our school community gathered for our Christmas Mass.  Our 8th graders began the Mass
with the Candlelight Ceremony and proclaimed the readings.  Thank you, 8th grade!  At Mass, Fr. Tom shared
how the students’ faith, knowledge and understanding of Christmas grows as they grow…from Happy Birthday
Jesus to Keep Christ in Christmas.  It was wonderful to be able to be together as a school family, and to begin
our Christmas recess with Mass!  

School is closed next week for Christmas recess.  We will reopen Tuesday January 3, 2023!

My Christmas prayer for our families is the same as the prayer we prayed before yesterday’s Thankful Thursday
assembly: 

“May God grant us the light of Christmas, which is faith; 
the warmth of Christmas, which is purity;
 the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice;
 the belief in Christmas, which is truth;
 the all of Christmas, which is Christ.” 

Christmas blessings to all!

Peg Augello
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